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   CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 17, 2012 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, 

Missouri was held on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall 

Council Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor 

James J. Beck, Council Members Paul Lore, Ed Notter, Connie Williams, 

Matt Casey, Jim Thomson, Mike Jones, Gina Mitten and Camille Greenwald.  

Ed Notter was necessarily absent. Also present was City Manager Amy 

Hamilton and City Attorney Ken Heinz. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Bill No. 5335:   Re-zoning of a certain parcel of property ,generally 

   described as part of Lots 5 & 6 of  the Subdivision 

   of School Lands in the City of  Richmond Heights, 

   MO (north side 8800 Block of Eager Road) from a 

   zoning classification of Planned Development  

   Residential Zoning to C-2 General Business District. 

 

Mayor Beck announced a Public Hearing to provide for public comments on 

Bill No. 5335, regarding the rezoning classification of a parcel of property in 

the 8800 block of Eager Road to allow an office facility to be built there. 

 

David Reary, Building and Zoning Commissioner stated that on December 15, 

2011, the Plan and Zoning Commission held a public hearing to hear a 

petition from Eager Road Development, LLC, Hany Abounader.  The Petition 

requested a rezoning and site plan review of his property along the north side 

of the 8800 block of Eager Road to allow construction of a two-story office 

building.  Mr. Reary stated the area was the site of the former Town and 

Country Apartments.    

 

Mr. Reary stated the Commission had considered the request for rezoning, at 

its meeting of December 18, 2011.  Mr. Reary stated that the surrounding 

area's character had changed considerably since the City's 1986 

Comprehensive Plan Update.  Mr. Reary stated that since that time, a large 

multi-story office building and garage in nearby Brentwood had been built 

close to this area and the size of area has also been compromised by the 

reconstruction of the I-64/I-170 highway.  Mr. Reary stated the significant 

noise of traffic, busy office area and its close proximity to the highway 

severely diminishes the viability as a future residential site.  Mr. Reary stated 

the new office building and area would comprise of approximately 80,000 sq. 
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ft., with the building footprint of approximately 17, 400 sq. ft. and would be in 

conformance with all the use regulations of C-2 zoning.  Mr. Reary stated the 

Plan and Zoning Commission recommended unanimously approve the rezone 

of the property from Planned Development Residential to C-2 General 

Business District. 

 

Mr. Hany Abounader, developer, gave a brief presentation of the proposed 

office building and his site plans for the building.  Mr. Abounader stated the 

building placement and design and its relationship to the adjacent residential 

area has been considered.  He believes there will be no conflict with the 

neighborhood.  Mr. Abounader stated he was working on a landscaping plan 

which should provide adequate buffer to the residential neighborhood. 

 

Mayor Beck asked if Mr. Abounader understood the City's signage 

regulations. 

 

Mr. Abounader stated he did, and noted he knew the Council had sometimes 

made variation approvals such as the U-Club signage but would be talking to 

the Building Commissioner about the issue.   

 

Ms. Greenwald asked if Mr. Abounader had considered a walking path in this 

area. 

 

Mr. Abounader stated he had, but there are currently no plans to do so due to 

some issues with MSD and space limitations, as well as cost issues, but will 

do the best to make the area attractive. 

 

Ms. Williams asked if he had considered traffic flow from an office facility. 

 

Mr. Abounader stated he has plans for approximately 115 parking spaces, but 

cannot imagine a typical corporate tenant would add too much to any traffic 

congestion. 

 

At approximately 8:10 p.m., with no further questions from the Council or 

audience, Mayor Beck declared the Public Hearing closed.   

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

Mayor Beck called the Regular Meeting to order at approximately 8:11 p.m.. 

All were present with the exception of Mr. Notter who was necessarily absent.   

 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

Police Officer Frank Romeo 
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Mayor Beck stated the City had lost Police Officer Frank Romeo who lost his 

battle with cancer.  Mayor Beck stated Officer Romeo was a 36-year veteran 

of the City’s police force and was a well-respected officer and instrumental in 

law enforcement at the Saint Louis Galleria.  Mayor Beck stated that Officer 

Romeo will be missed, both as an employee and friend. 

 

Mayor Beck stated that Greg Steffen of the Fire Department had injured his 

shoulder while fighting a fire in Maplewood and wished him a speedy 

recovery from his injury. 

 

District 2 Meeting 

 

Mr. Thomson stated the District 2 meeting on January 14 had been well 

attended and residents were brought up to date on the Hadley RFP.  Mr. 

Thomson stated residents were still nervous about news of possibly moving 

again, but they were encouraged to stay informed until the February 23 date 

when the RFP proposals were due. 

 

Mr. Jones stated the 2012 City calendars were in and in process of being 

mailed.  Mr. Jones commended Irene Johnson for achieving the goal of getting 

a city calendar produced at no cost to the city for the past two years by 

gathering corporate sponsors.  Mr. Jones stated the 2012 calendar was a bit 

behind delivery schedule, but should be out shortly due to bulk mail schedules 

which are always rather slow. 

 

Mr. Jones stated there will be a 100
th

 Anniversary Committee meeting January 

26 at The Heights to initiate plans for the City’s 100
th

 anniversary celebration.  

Mr. Jones stated he hoped for city-wide support from residents and 

encouraged community input on how to celebrate this once in a lifetime 

celebration. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

None. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

December 19, 2011 

Regular Meeting 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 19, 2011.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 
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David Gipson 

Assistant City Manager/Introduction 

 

Ms. Hamilton introduced David Gipson, the City’s new Assistant City 

Manager and welcomed David to the City. 

 

Mr. Gipson stated he has been with the City of St. Charles for 7-1/2 years in 

the Planning Department and has his degree in Public Administration from 

UMSL.  Mr. Gipson is happy to be with the City and is looking forward to 

working with everyone. 

 

Chapman Ventures 

Dale & Hanley property 

 

Mr. Larry Chapman gave a brief presentation to the Council on the progress of 

the proposed project on the southeast corner of Dale and Hanley.  Mr. 

Chapman presented plan drawings of the proposed office/retail structure he is 

planning for the site and explained some of the issues he is facing as they 

work with MoDOT on the potential purchase property owned by them.  Mr. 

Chapman explained that MoDOT needed to do research on the parcels before 

they could convey the property to another party and indicated that this will 

take time which is why he is asking for an extension to the purchase and sale 

agreement. Mr. Chapman stated the five month extension would hopefully 

give them the additional time to determine if the land acquisition is feasible. 

 

First Amendment to Chapman Ventures Agreement 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to direct the Mayor to execute a 

first amendment to the purchase and sale agreement with Chapman Ventures, 

granting a five-month extension to the contract to allow Chapman to pursue 

the adjacent MoDOT land north of the City’s property at Hanley Road and 

Dale Avenue.   

 

Ms. Mitten move, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion to direct the Mayor to 

execute a first amendment agreement to allow the five month extension to the 

Chapman Ventures purchase and sale agreement.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Site Plan Review 

Office Building-8800 Eager Road 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to bring up for review, the site plan 

for the proposed office building at 8800 Eager Road as presented by Mr. 

Abounader in the Public Hearing earlier.   

 

The Council stated they did not wish to call the Site Plan up for review. 
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Climate Action Plan Report 

 

Ms. Hamilton gave a brief overview of the Climate Action Plan as prepared 

by the Focus St. Louis Climate Plan Internship of Teresa Robinson.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the Action Plan discussed some of the major issues and trends 

for the City of Richmond Heights in relation to reducing emissions and 

described general recommendations for cutting emissions and saving money 

with improvements.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan reviewed the greenhouse 

gas inventory for Richmond Heights, indicated action plans for implementing 

practical cost saving efforts and suggested goals for the City to use as a 

strategy to achieve reductions.   

 

Ms Hamilton stated the goals included informing and educating residents to 

develop action plans of their own for reducing emissions and measuring 

internal progress of the City facilities and procedures as recommendations are 

put into effect.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the goals presented to Council with this inventory 

amounted to a carbon reduction by 15% by 2015.  Ms. Hamilton listed some 

of the actions proposed among others, which were the insulation of buildings, 

better energy savings system controls, purchasing energy star efficient 

devices, sponsoring green events such as the electronics disposal fairs, and 

more.  Ms. Hamilton stated that obviously costs prevent the City from doing 

all the suggested improvements right away, but noted we are already currently 

doing some of the items suggested in the Plan and plans are underway to do 

more. 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked the Council to formerly adopt and approve the Climate 

Action Plan.   

 

Mr. Jones stated he had some misgivings about how far some of these Plans 

go to achieve their municipality's goals for what they consider "cleaner" air to 

the point of imposing so many restrictions on communities and recounted a 

relative's experiences in their community in Colorado.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that nothing in this CAP was too complicated and not 

restrictive in its position.   

 

Ms. Mitten stated that some of the recommendations might be costly, but 

efforts could be made to picking some that might be of significance without 

being too outlandish. 

 

Ms. Greenwald stated she supported the concept and would like to see the 

City educate the residents about sustainability, perhaps in the newsletter or 

website. 
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Mayor Beck stated the CAP recommendations seem reasonable and 

acceptable and any of this can be readdressed at the next scheduled inventory 

which should point out areas that would still need improvement. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion that the Council 

accept, approve and adopt the Climate Action Plan as submitted. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5335; first reading 

Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Chapter 405, Zoning Regulations; Sec. 405.100, 

rezoning certain parcel of property Lots No. 5 & 6 of 

Subdivision of School Lands (north side of 8800 Blk 

of Eager Road from zoning classification of Planned  

Development Residential Zoning to C-2 Business 

District. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of 

Bill No. 5335. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5335 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 405, ZONING REGULATIONS; 

SECTION 405.100, THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP, BY CHANGING A 

CERTAIN PARCEL OF PROPERTY, GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS 

PART OF LOTS 5 & 6 OF THE SUBDIVISION OF SCHOOL LANDS IN 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, FROM A ZONING 

CLASSIFICATION OF PLANNED DEVELOPMENT RESIDENTIAL 

ZONING TO C-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

 

Bill No. 5335 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5336; first reading 

Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Section 500.090, by adoption of the International 

Residential Code for One & Two Family Dwellings/2012. 
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Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of 

Bill No. 5336. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5336 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MINIMUM REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION, 

ENLARGEMENT, REPAIR, DEMOLITION, REMOVAL, 

MAINTENANCE AND USE OF ALL RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS AND 

STRUCTURES; PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS, 

COLLECTION OF FEES, AND FIXING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS, 

SAID REGULATIONS TO BE KNOWN AS THE INTERNATIONAL 

RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLINGS; 

AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, " MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI", BY ADOPTING THE 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE AND TWO FAMILY 

DWELLINGS/2012, ALONG WTH THE 2012 INTERNATIONAL 

RESIDENTIAL CODE ERRATA FIRST PRINTING DATED MAY  2011, 

WITH SPECIFIC AMENDMENTS THERETO, AS SET OUT BELOW, AS 

THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE AND TWO 

FAMILY DWELLINGS OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS; AND 

REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENT OR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS 

OR ORDINANCES. 

 

Bill No. 5336 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5337; first reading 

 Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Sections 500.010-Sections 500.020, by 

the adoption of the International Building Code/2012. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of 

Bill No. 5337. Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5337 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MINIMUM REGULATIONS 

GOVERNING THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION, 

ENLARGEMENT, REPAIR, DEMOLITION, REMOVAL, 

MAINTENANCE AND USE OF ALL BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES; 

PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS, COLLECTION OF 

FEES, AND FIXING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS, AND AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 4788, "THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF 

RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI", BY ADOPTING THE 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE/2012, ALONG WITH THE 2012 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE ERRATA FIRST PRINTING  

DATED MAY 2011, WITH SPECIFIC AMENDMENTS THERETO, AS 

SET OUT BELOW, AS THE BUILDING CODE OF THE CITY OF 



 8 

RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI; AND REPEALING ALL 

INCONSISTENT OR CONFLICTING PROVISIONS OR ORDINANCES. 

 

Bill No. 5337 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

Jan Niehaus-1602 Bellevue-stated that the Friends of the City of Richmond 

Heights will assist the City in anyway they can to help with the concepts in 

the Climate Action Plan. 

 

Reggie Finney-7920 Hicks-spoke regarding the current Request for Proposals 

that is out for the Hadley Township Area and noted that last year some of the 

area had been removed from the previous development area, part of which 

was considered "the Triangle".  Mr. Finney stated that area had been part of 

the previous development project that failed.  Mr. Finney asked if the current 

RFP included these particular properties? 

 

Mayor Beck said no, the amendments to the Redevelopment Plan had reduced 

the size of the area to be considered in the redevelopment area. 

 

Mr. Finney asked the Council to keep in mind that the homes in the area of the 

"triangle" were going through some pattern of change; vacancies were up, and 

some had become rental properties.  Mr. Finney asked the Council to please 

give consideration to consider there are changes to the area. 

 

At approximately 8:35 p.m., Ms. Mitten moved, Mr. Jones seconded, a motion 

to hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to 

Subsections (1), (2),  and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications 

between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys 

and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body 

where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal 

consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 

AYES: Mr. Thomson, Mr. Jones, Mr. Lore, Ms. Mitten, Mr. Casey, Mr. 

Notter, Ms. Williams, Ms. Greenwald and Mayor Beck. NAYS: None. Mayor 

Beck declared the Council would meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:56 p.m., Council returned to the open session.  
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With no further business to come before the meeting, Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. 

Williams seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 


